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THE REMNANT 

AT THE TABLE OF THE LORD 
"I THE LORD SEARCH THE HEART" 

We are given details of the last years of the nation of Israel, in 
our recent readings in Jeremiah. He was a prophet sent in the reigns 
of Josiah, Jehoiakim, Jehoiachin and Zedekiah — the last kings of 
Judah. The nation itself came to an end approximately 588 B.C. when 
Nebuchadnezzar took its people captive to Babylon, destroyed the 
temple, and burned Jerusalem. There was no temple until Jeshua 
and Zerubbabel rebuilt it — about 100 years later. There was no 
longer a nation of Israel until 1948 A.D., when the state of Israel was 
established. The nation of Israel today is beset with terror and 
violence in the conflict with the Palestinians. Certainly there is no 
"peace of Jerusalem." 

Let us listen to God's word to His people in Jerusalem, warning 
them of the coming destruction, and appealing for a change from 
their evil ways. Jeremiah's words, written just 13 years before the 
downfall of Judah, explain why this devastation would come upon 
Judah and Jerusalem: 

"The sin of Judah is written with a pen of iron, and with the 
point of a diamond: it is graven upon the table of their heart, 
and upon the horns of your altars." Jeremiah 17:1. 

Their hearts were so hardened that a pen of iron or a point of a 
diamond was required to make an impression. Their hearts were not 
circumcised, the flesh cut away, to allow the spirit of truth to enter. 
We remember Paul's words, defining a true Jew—one who praises 
God: 

"... he is not a Jew, which is one outwardly; neither is that 
circumcision, which is outward in the flesh: 
But he is a Jew, which is one inwardly; and circumcision is 
that of the heart, in the spirit, and not in the letter; whose 
praise is not of men, but of God." Romans 2:28-29. 

What was the result of their hard-hearted spirit, their refusing to 
heed God's word? The Almighty through Jeremiah revealed His 
impending judgment if they would not heed His words: 

"... I will give thy substance and all thy treasures to the spoil 

And thou, even thyself, shalt discontinue from thine heritage 
that I gave thee; and I will cause thee to serve thine enemies 
in the land which thou knowest not: for ye have kindled a 
fire in mine anger, which shall burn for ever. 
Thus saith the LORD; Cursed be the man that trusteth in 
man, and maketh flesh his arm, and whose heart departeth 
from the LORD." Jeremiah 17:3-5. 
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Judah, Jerusalem and her kings trusted in their own arm, or strength 
of the flesh, rather than turning to God, the Source of all strength. 
Their hearts were hard, unreachable, determined to go their own 
way. In contrast to the cursing which would and did come upon 
Judah, God spoke of His mercy toward those whose hearts could be 
touched: 

"Blessed is the man that trusteth in the LORD, and whose 
hope the LORD is. 
For he shall be as a tree planted by the waters, and that 
spreadeth out his roots, . . . and shall not see when heat 
cometh, but her leaf shall be green; and shall not be careful 
in the year of drought, neither shall cease from yielding 
fruit." Jeremiah 17:7-8. 

For the most part, the history of Israel was a trust in the arm of man, 
and a failure to trust in God. The word "trust" means to run for 
refuge, for help, for strength. As a result of this failure, captivity and 
destruction soon came, and Israel was no more. 

Brethren and Sisters, do we put our trust in God in times of 
trouble or affliction, as well as in times of prosperity? The currency 
of the United States bears the motto: "In God we trust" — yet 
violence, crime, immorality and disregard for the Almighty are 
rampant. Often there is no respect for law, let alone for God! As we 
are striving to be pleasing to our Father, should we not look into our 
hearts? Is there truly a "trust" in Him, whom we seek to serve? If so, 
we can be blessed, even as David — a man who truly trusted in God 
— expounds in his first Psalm: 

"Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the 
ungodly, nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in 
the seat of the scornful. 
But his delight is in the law of the LORD; and in his law doth 
he meditate day and night. And he shall be like a tree 
planted by the rivers of water . . . 
For the LORD knoweth the way of the righteous: but the 
way of the ungodly shall perish." Psalm 1:1-3, 6. 

These are only a few verses; but how fully they reveal the trust of a 
godly man such as David, who was known as a man after God's own 
heart. 

How clearly and faithfully Jeremiah carried God's message to 
His people, but it was in vain, except for a very small remnant — 
such as Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel — who from their hearts trusted 
in the Almighty. The prophet's further words continued in warning: 

"The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately 
wicked: who can know it?" Jeremiah 17:9. 
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"Deceitful" involves being untruthful, such as the serpent in the 
garden, who by lies seduced Adam and Eve to sin. The human heart, 
when not touched by the hand of God, is just that — a seducer, a 
deceiver, a tempter. We are unable to look on the heart, except our 
own, and even then we can be deceived. Then, "who can know it?" 
The answer is revealed, as God said: 

"I the LORD search the heart, I try the reins, even to give 
every man according to his ways, and according to the fruit 
of his doings." Jeremiah 17:10. 

"Search" involves a penetrating, an examination, a trying or testing. 
In his scientific medical advances, man seeks to penetrate the heart 
to examine it for defects, by ultrasonic waves, nuclear scans, or by 
computerized instruments. One of these tests for the condition of the 
heart is a "stress test" — where the patient walks on a treadmill and 
speed is increased to put "stress" on the heart, as it is being monitored. 
This stress reveals the heart's strength or lack. How true this is, for 
when we are stressed — under affliction, in illness, in difficulties — 
the strength of our heart is revealed to God. Is it strong, does it trust 
in Him, does it continue to function properly as He tries it? Does it 
fail when a certain level of stress indicates a defect: a hard heart, not 
reachable, not teachable, not circumcised? Let us remember God's 
words: 

"I the LORD search the heart, I try the reins . . . " 
Jeremiah 17:10. 

The question might be asked: What are the "reins"? The Hebrew 
word is also used as kidneys. The kidneys are organs that filter waste 
products from the blood as it circulates. Each person has two 
kidneys as a safeguard if one kidney should fail. We read often in the 
law concerning the offerings, that the priest was to: 

" . . . sprinkle the blood upon the altar . . . 
And he shall offer of the sacrifice of the peace offering an 
offering made by fire unto the LORD; the fat that covereth 
the inwards, and all the fat that is upon the inwards, 
And the two kidneys, and the fat that is on them,.. . and the 
caul above the liver, with the kidneys . . . " 

Leviticus 3:2-4. 
The Almighty searches the heart and tried the kidneys (reins) — the 
essential organs that circulate the blood and purify it from waste 
products. If these organs are faulty, death quickly results. How 
fitting that "reins" are part of the burnt offering — acceptable "as a 
sweet savour unto the LORD" if they are without fault. Does this not 
help us, Brethren and Sisters, in our desire to present ourselves to 
God as acceptable offerings? How can we do so? God through 
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Jeremiah clarifies this: " . . . according to his ways, and according to 
the fruits of his doings" (Jeremiah 17:10). What does God find as He 
penetrates our hearts and reins? let us examine ourselves: Is our 
heart healthy—circulating the blood throughout our body? Are our 
reins purifying that blood by removing that which is waste, of no 
value, thereby contributing to a life which is spiritually unblemished, 
healthy, acceptable to our Father as a sweet savour? Jeremiah 
recognized the importance of a soft, circumcised heart and healthy 
reins. He recognized too that at times these might not be doing their 
proper work, and appealed to his God: 

"Heal me, O LORD, and I shall be healed; save me, and I 
shall be saved: for thou art my praise." Jeremiah 17:14. 

"Heal" is also used as to repair, to make whole — as a physician. 
Jeremiah used this word as he asked concerning Judah's failure: 

"Is there no balm in Gilead; is there no physician there? why 
then is not the health of the daughter of my people 
recovered?" Jeremiah 8:22. 

Judah was not healed, going into captivity because they sought not 
the great Healer, the Dispenser of healing balm; but rather they 
turned to graven images made of stone or wood. Could they hope to 
be saved, delivered or preserved — get the victory — as the word 
means? 

David, having known God's healing, exclaimed: 
"O SING unto the LORD a new song; for he hath done 
marvellous things: his right hand, and his holy arm, hath 
gotten him the victory. 
Make a joyful noise unto the LORD, all the earth: make a 
loud noise, and rejoice, and sing praise." Psalm 98:1,4. 

Those who truly trust in God, praise Him through obedience, 
subjecting themselves to Him in the spirit of "Abba Father", will be 
among those who will be able to sing: 

" . . . a new song before the throne. 
. . . These are they which follow the Lamb . . . These were 
redeemed from among men. 
. . . they are without fault before the throne of God." 

Revelation 14:3-5. 
Through the victory of the Lord Jesus, they are redeemed — saved. 
Can we join with Jeremiah as he besought God: 

"Heal me . . . save me . . . for thou are my praise." 
Jeremiah 17:14. 

Does our life truly praise Him by obedience, with a circumcised 
heart and utter trust in Him; fearing, reverencing His name, and 
striving to offer our living as an acceptable sacrifice? If so, we can 
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share in David's conviction: 
"He that dwelleth in the secret place of the most High shall 
abide under the shadow of the Almighty. 
Because thou hast made the LORD, which is my refuge, 
even the most High, thy habitation. 
There shall no evil befall thee, neither shall my plague come 
nigh thy dwelling. For he shall give his angels charge over 
thee, to keep thee in all thy ways." Psalm 91:1, 9-11. 

Jeremiah also knew that hope in the midst of persecution, trial and 
turmoil as he expressed: 

"Blessed is the man that trusteth in the LORD, and whose 
hope the LORD is. Heal me, O LORD, and I shall be healed; 
save me, and I shall be saved: for thou art my praise." 

Jeremiah 17:7,14. 
J.A.DeF. 

DAVID AND SOLOMON 
We have recently begun to read again the first book of Kings. 

It is a history of those established to rule over God's heritage, 
beginning with David's latter years and impending death and the 
ascension of his son Solomon to the throne and ending with the 
capture of King Zedekiah and Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar of 
Babylon. 
For the most part, many of these kings failed to walk in God's way, 
thus leading the people further away from their service to the 
Almighty. 

We know from the scriptures, that the establishment of a 
monarchy was made after the people desired to have a king in order 
to be like the surrounding heathen nations. By so doing, they turned 
their back on God who was their King — failing to appreciate their 
blessed position under His care. He allowed them a king—the first 
being Saul of the tribe of Benjamin, who began his reign in humility, 
but who quickly revealed himself as a man who walked after his 
own ways rather than God's. After him ruled David a faithful king, 
beloved of the Almighty, who was called, a "man after God's own 
heart!". Nearing death, he charged his son Solomon: 

"I go the way of all the earth: be thou strong therefore, and 
shew thyself a man; 
And keep the charge of the LORD thy God, to walk in his 
ways, to keep his statutes, and his commandments, and his 
judgments, and his testimonies, as it is written in the law of 
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Moses, that thou mayest prosper in all that thou doest, and 
whithersoever thou turnest thyself: 
That the LORD may continue his word which he spake 
concerning me, saying, If thy children take heed to their 
way, to walk before me in truth with all their heart and with 
all their soul, there shall not fail thee (said he) a man on the 
throne of Israel." I Kings 2:2-4. 

This was God's covenant extended to David and his offspring, that 
there would always be a king from David's line on the throne of 
Israel, if his children continued to walk in God's ways. However, we 
know the sad history of many who walked after their own desires 
and very few who walked in the faith of David. 

One of Solomon's first works as king was to begin the building 
of the house of God. This was something that David yearned to do, 
but was prevented as a man of war who had shed blood. It was in 
keeping with God's purpose that his son Solomon, who was to have 
a peaceful reign, accomplish this work, teaching in figure of the 
perfect King of Peace, the Lord Jesus Christ, from David's line who 
would, at His second coming, build an eternal house of worship 
during the Kingdom age. 

As He did to David, God extended His covenant to His son 
Solomon: 

"And the word of the LORD came to Solomon, saying, 
Concerning this house which thou art in building, if thou 
wilt walk in my statutes, and execute my judgments, and 
keep all my commandments to walk in them; then will I 
perform my word with thee, which I spake unto David thy 
father: 
And I will dwell among the children of Israel, and will not 
forsake my people Israel." I Kings 6:11-13. 

Even though David was prevented from building God's house, 
he was given the plans by God and to have a part by collecting the 
materials needed — gold, silver, brass, wood and precious gems to 
be used in making the vessels of the temple. In anticipation and 
gratitude to have a part, David planned ahead, storing these materials 
for the day when Solomon and the people would begin this great 
work. Nearing death, an aged king David called together the people 
and their leaders to Jerusalem to charge them with this work: 

""Then David the king stood up upon his feet, and said, 
Hear me, my brethren, and my people: As for me, I had in 
mine heart to build an house of rest for the ark of the 
covenant of the LORD, and for the footstool of our God, and 
had made ready for the building: 
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And of all my sons, (for the LORD hath given me many 
sons,) he hath chosen Solomon my son to sit upon the throne 
of the kingdom of the LORD over Israel. 
And he said unto me, Soloinon thy son, he shall build my 
house and my courts: for I have chosen him to be my son, 
and I will be his father. 
Moreover I will establish his kingdom for ever, if he be 
constant to do my commandments and my judgments, as at 
this day. 
Now therefore in the sight of all Israel the congregation of 
the LORD, and in the audien.ce of our God, keep and seek for 
all the commandments of the LORD your God: that ye may 
possess this good land, and leave it for an inheritance for 
your children after you for ever." 

I Chronicles 28:2,5-8. 
At the same time as handing over God's plans for the temple to 
Solomon, he encouraged him saying: 

"And thou, Solomon my son, know thou the God of thy 
father, and serve him with a perfect heart and with a willing 
mind: for the LORD searcheth all hearts, and understandeth 
all the imaginations of the thoughts: if thou seek him, he will 
be found of thee; but if thou forsake him, he will cast thee off 
for ever. 
Take heed now; for the LORD hath chosen thee to build an 
house for the sanctuary: be strong and do it." 

I Chronicles 28:9-10. 
David's life full of blessing along with punishment for failure, 
taught him to look to God for guidance without dread or dismay of 
whatever may lay ahead. He had learned that the Lord would be 
with him if he sought Him diligently, keeping Him foremost in his 
heart and mind. When he did fail, it was because he let other matters 
distract him from circumspectly applying God's precepts in his 
living. 

As he spoke to Solomon and the people his heart was right 
before God — he did not push to have God's house built before he 
died because he knew it was to be Solomon's work. He patiently 
submitted, although he earnestly desired to be part of its building. 

David was old and in poor health, and it is perhaps not without 
purpose that the scriptures say, "the king stood up on his feet", as if 
this was a difficulty, causing him great effort in his feeble condition. 
Yet because of the importance of the moment, he did so in order to 
speak to his people. Though in failing health, his mind was sharp 
and clear as he thought back upon the circumstances of his life as 
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king — some forty years filled with tribulation, persecution and 
great blessing. He knew a parent's sorrow when two of his sons. 
Absalom and Adonijah individually conspired to take his throne, 
however they were thwarted because God's plan was establish 
Solomon as the next king over His people. David's love for Solomon 
is evident as he charged his son with the work set before him: 

"Now, my son, the LORD be with thee; and prosper thou, 
and build the house of the LORD thy God, as he hath said 
of thee. 
Only the LORD give thee wisdom and understanding, and 
give thee charge concerning Israel, that thou mayest keep 
the law of the LORD thy God. 
Then shalt thou prosper, if thou takest heed to fulfil the 
statutes and judgments which the LORD charged Moses 
with concerning Israel: be strong, and of good courage; 
dread not, nor be dismayed." I Chronicles 22:11-13. 

These were wise and encouraging words, which Solomon adhered 
to in the beginning, but towards the end of his life he became 
ensnared by his many foreign wives and his great wealth, becoming 
"an old and foolish king, who will no more be admonished." (Eccl. 
4:13). He was granted great wisdom from the Almighty at the 
beginning of his reign because he was humble in his own sight. 
However, as time progressed, his humility waned, along with his 
reverence and desire to obtain the spiritual wisdom possible by 
going from step by step not in one's own understanding, but under 
God's hand. 

A contrast and sobering warning is seen between the lives of 
David and his son. Although Solomon was allowed to build God's 
house, David saw it more perfectly in faith because of his sincere 
longing to be a part. It is God's house and pattern and we can only 
hope to be adopted into that household of faith as we submit our 
living in humility to God's guidance, endeavouring to walk in His 
ways. M.C.S. 

RELIGIOUS PLACES OF THE LAND 
"And they shall come thither, and they shall take away all 
the detestable things thereof and all the abominations thereof 
from thence. 
And I will give them one heart, and I will put a new spririt 
within you; and I will take the stony heart out of their flesh, 
and will give them an heart of flesh: 
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That they may walk in my statutes, and keep mine 
ordinances, and do them: and they shall be my people, and 
I will be their God." (Ezekiel 11:18-20). 

Recently considerable religious commotion has arisen in Israel 
over its Government giving permission for a mosque to be built near 
the Roman Catholic Basilica of the Annunciation in Nazareth, which 
is Israel's largest Arab town. This plan led to scuffles between 
Muslim and Christian arabs. The Vatican has complained that such 
a project will "put this holy place in a state of permanent seige". 

Heads of 13 main Christian churches in Jerusalem have urged 
the Israeli Government to revoke the decision; amongst the signatories 
of the "Christian" protest were the Greek Orthodox, Armenian and 
latin patriarchs; joining with them were leaders of the Franciscans, 
Anglicans and Lutherans. The Church tradition is that the Catholic 
Basilica is built on the place where the Virgin Mary was told that she 
was to be the mother of Christ. 

The Mary of "Christian" tradition is attaining almost to the 
pre-eminence of Christ. In the encyclical MUNIFICENTISSIMUS 
DEUS it was stressed of Mary:-

" — her divine maternity — that she is truly the mother of 
God, because she is the mother of Jesus Christ, who is true 
God and true man; her Immaculate Conception—that from 
the first moment of her own conception she was preserved 
free from all stain of original sin; her perpetual virginity — 
that she was a virgin before, during, and after the birth of 
Christ; her Assumption — that after the completion of her 
earthly life she was assumed body and soul into the glory of 
heaven." 

The belief is that Mary is queen of heaven and earth, sharing her 
Son's dominion in a real but analogous, subordinate way; and is 
associated with her Son in the Redemption, able to make intercession 
for sinners before God, having been finally granted the supreme 
culmination of her privileges, preserved free from the corruption of 
the tomb, being taken up body and soul to the glory of heaven, where 
she sits in splendour at the right hand of Christ. 

Therefore "Christian" Arabs are highly indignant that the 
traditional place of the "Annunciation" saying Mary was to be the 
mother of Christ, should have a mosque detracting from its 
importance. 

This tradition of course leaves at one side the simple Truth. 
Jesus had brothers and sisters, one of whom was James who wrote 
the Epistle. It is a true focal point, which shows Mary in an ordinary 
light, though important as the mother of Jesus. 
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But the Basilica of the Annunciation is only one of many other 
traditional places. For example there is the Church of the Nativity at 
Bethlehem, in which is purported to be the Grotto of the Nativity of 
Christ. It is embellished with costly hangings and silver lamps. At 
the eastern end of it is a niche, in the floor of which is a silver star, 
proclaiming that it was here that Jesus was born. On the right of it 
there is a manger richly adorned. How different is the splendour of 
this place, with the simple biblical descriptions:-

"And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him 
in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger, because 
there was no room for them in the inn." (Luke 2:7). 

In Jerusalem is the Church of the Holy Sepulchre, the fabric of 
which fell into decay, but which was restored in 1959 by the 
Orthodox Armenian and Latin Churches. Additionally two other 
Churches claim a connection with this site; namely the Copts, which 
is the national Church of Egypt, and also the Syrian Church. 

Another traditional site is the Cathedral of St. James, an 
Armenian building, erected, it is said, where was the "Room of the 
Tongues of Fire" which descended on the Apostles at Pentecost. 
And just outside the Old City to the east is the purported Tomb of 
Mary; and a little further is the Church of the Ascension, at the top 
of the Mount of Olives. There is a huge list of such places, all having 
attracted visitors to the benefit of their custodians. 

How significant, then, is the ancient prophecy, which declares 
the coming of a time when a people brought back to the true God will 
"take away all the detestable things thereof from thence." 

A BIBLE CLASS 
"THE LORD KILLETH, AND MAKETH ALIVE" 

I Samuel 2:6 
These are the words of Hannah, to whom Samuel was born 

after years of barrenness — for " . . . the LORD had shut up her 
womb" (I Samuel 1:6). Hannah grieved because she had no child, 
while Peninnah, the other wife of her husband, Elkanah, had children. 
Peninnah provoked Hannah over her lack of children, adding to her 
grief. Over the years, Hannah prayed for a child, but remained 
barren. After some years of grief: 

". . . she was in bitterness of soul, and prayed unto the 
LORD, and wept sore. 
And she vowed a vow, and said, O LORD of hosts, if thou 
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wilt indeed look on the affliction of thine handmaid, and 
remember me, and not forget thine handmaid, but wilt give 
unto thine handmaid a man child, then I will give him unto 
the LORD all the days of his life, and there shall no razor 
come upon his head." I Samuel 1; 10-11. 

Hannah "poured out (her) soul before the LORD" (I Samuel 1:15): 
" . . . and the LORD remembered he r . . . she bare a son, and 
called his name Samuel, saying, Because I have asked him 
of the LORD." I Samuel 1:19-20. 

She relied on the Lord in her time of affliction, as did David: 
"Trust in him at all times: ye people, pour out your heart 
before him: God is a refuge for us. Selah." Psalm 62:8. 

As the child Samuel grew, Hannah, kept her vow and brought 
him to Eli the high priest, to serve in the tabernacle: 

"For this child I prayed; and the LORD hath given me my 
petition which I asked of him: 
Therefore also I have lent him to the LORD; as long as he 
liveth he shall be lent to the LORD . . . " 

I Samuel 1:27-28. 
In gratitude for the Almighty's mercy, Hannah's prayer expressed 
her love for God: 

".. . My heart rejoiceth in the LORD, mine horn is exalted in 
the LORD: my mouth is enlarged over mine enemies; because 
I rejoice in thy salvation. 
There is none holy as the LORD: for there is none beside 
thee: neither is there any rock like our God." 

I Samuel 2:1-2. 
Part of her prayer of thanksgiving and praise is the subject under 
consideration: 

"The LORD killeth, and maketh alive . . . " I Samuel 2:6. 
Here was a realization that all are in the hands of the1 Lord. At His 
will there is the taking away of life as well as the sustaining of life. 
Hannah further expressed this thought: 

"The adversaries of the LORD shall be broken to pieces; out 
of the heaven shall he thunder upon them: the LORD shall 
judge the ends of the earth, and he shall give strength unto 
his king, and exalt the horn of his anointed." 

I Samuel 2:10. 
The Almighty does judge, knowing all minds and hearts. To some— 
those who rebel against His commandments as adversaries, striving 
against God and refusing His word — there is condemnation and 
death. To those who in love and fear, reverence His word, there is 
strength granted, in the hope of eternal life when His Anointed — 
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the Lord Jesus — returns to judge all the earth. This was Hannah's 
conviction as she glorified God for His mercy extended so bountifully 
in response to her faithful and enduring prayer. The judgment of 
God and His Son is without prejudice, respect of persons, or 
sentiment; but according to one's deeds. How different from man's 
judgment! Should we not trust in His judgment, seeking that He 
search our hearts to reveal what needs to be removed, that we may 
hope for His promised blessing? 

David expressed his trust in God's word: 
"The law of the LORD is perfect, converting the soul: the 
testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the simple. 
The statutes of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart: the 
commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes. 
The fear of the LORD is clean, enduring for ever: the 
judgments of the LORD are true and righteous altogether: 
Moreover by them is thy servant warned: and in keeping of 
them there is great reward. Who can understand his errors? 
cleanse thou me from secret faults." Psalm 19-7-9,11-12. 

There is urgent need that secret (hidden or not discerned) faults be 
revealed, lest one be judged as an adversary to the Almighty. David 
knew this fear and prayed: 

"Keep back thy servant from presumptuous sins; let them 
not have dominion (rule) over me: then shall I be upright, 
and I shall be innocent from the great transgression." 

Psalm 19:13. 
What are "presumptuous sins"? They are consistent failures to obey 
God's word, allowing self (flesh) to have dominion over our living; 
trusting and taking pride in self (as "presumptuous" means), rather 
than humbling oneself before God, doing His will rather than our 
own. This requires a waiting, a trusting upon the Lord to reveal 
where we need to change, and thus be granted the hope of His 
blessing. 

God was pleased with Hannah's spirit, as she took Samuel and 
lent him to the Lord. It would be difficult for her, as her motherly 
longing would be to keep her son. Overcoming this yearning, and in 
rejoicing and fear of the God, she gave Samuel to His service for the 
rest of his life. God accepted her spirit and blessed her: 

" . . . And the LORD visited Hannah, so that she conceived, 
and bare three sons and two daughters. And the child 
Samuel grew before the LORD." I Samuel 2:21. 

As we perceive Hannah's spirit, which was so pleasing unto 
the Lord, let us turn to Him in times of trouble, affliction and distress, 
trusting in His judgment and mercy. Let us acknowledge that "the 
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LORD killeth, and maketh alive" — depending upon His judgment 
of each heart. Like Hannah, can we then rest upon this conviction: 

"He will keep the feet of his saints, and the wicked shall be 
silent in darkness; for by strength shall no man prevail." 

I Samuel 2:9. 
J.A.DeF. 

"NEITHER COUNT I MY LIFE DEAR" 
(Acts 20:24) 

We know of Paul's ministry to spread the gospel of Christ after 
his conversion on the road to Damascus, that the good news might 
be broadcast both to the Jews and to the Gentiles: 

"But (I) have showed you, and have taught you publickly, 
and from house to house, Testifying both to the Jews, and 
also the Greeks, repentance toward God, and faith toward 
our Lord Jesus Christ." Acts 20:20-21. 

He suffered many afflictions in the course of this work as he 
explained to his Corinthian brethren: 

"Are they ministers of Christ? (I speak as a fool) I am more; 
in labours more abundant, in stripes above measure, in 
prisons more frequent, in deaths oft. 
Of the Jews five times received I forty stripes save one. 
Thrice was I beaten with rods, once was I stoned, thrice I 
suffered shipwreck, a night and a day I have been in the 
deep; 
In journeyings often, in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, 
in perils by mine own countrymen, in perils by the heathen, 
in perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the 
sea, in perils among false brethren; 
In weariness and painfulness, in watchings often, in hunger 
and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and nakedness." 

II Corinthians 11:23-27. 
Paul's life after his conversion was full of suffering, just as Ananias 
was told by the Lord Jesus in vision: 

" . . . he is a chosen vessel unto me, to bear my name before 
the Gentiles, and the kings, and the children of Israel: 
For I will shew him how great things he must suffer for my 
name's sake." Acts 9:15. 

In our consideration in Acts 20 Paul speaks of his journey to 
Jerusalem to continue the ministry of Christ. It must have been with 
some trepidation that he prepared to go, knowing how he was hated 
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by the Jews: 
"And now, behold, I go bound in the spirit unto Jerusalem. 
not knowing the things that shall befall me there: 
Save that the Holy Ghost witnesseth in every city, saying 
that bonds and afflictions abide me. 
But none of these things move me, neither count I my life 
dear unto myself, so that I might finish my course with joy, 
and the ministry, which I have received of the Lord Jesus, to 
testify the gospel of the grace of God." Acts 20:22-24. 

Those who had once been his brethren — the pharisees and elders, 
now sought to harm him because of his conversion to Christ and the 
gospel ministry which he promoted. Yet, he would not allow this to 
dissuade him. He didn't hold his own life precious, only as he might 
be of service to carry on the work of Christ. Knowing the threat of 
danger that he faced from the Jews in Jerusalem, many of his 
brethren, out of love and concern, pleaded for him to stay. However, 
his mind was firmly determined: 

"What mean ye to weep and to break mine heart? For I am 
ready not to be bound only, but also to die at Jerusalem for 
the name of the Lord Jesus. 
And when he would not be persuaded, we ceased, saying, 
The will of the Lord be done." Acts 21:13-14. 

Writing to Timothy, his young brother in the faith, Paul 
perhaps explains how he could be so resolute: 

"But godliness with contentment is great gain. 
For we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we 
can carry nothing out." I Timothy 6:6-7. 

Paul knew that to be content puts the thinking of the flesh into 
proper persepctive. For everything given is a gift from a merciful 
Father, and whether it be perilous times or blessings that lay ahead, 
all must be received in thanksgiving for what they are intended to 
work. 

By being content with his lot and not valuing his own life 
except how he could further Christ's ministry, was the best way Paul 
knew to serve God and his brethren. He trusted in God's care for him 
and knew that no matter what he might suffer from men, God's 
protection was evident in his life and would preserve him to 
whatever end He had in mind. 

It's hard not to worry about what tomorrow may bring, but if 
we can walk one day at a time, submitting to the Spirit's guidance, 
we can be strengthened to face whatever lies ahead, knowing the 
comfort of His presence beside us. James knew the value of living 
each day unto God as he wrote: 
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"Go to now, ye that say, To day or to morrow we will go into 
such a city, and continue there a year, and buy and sell, and 
get gain: 
Whereas ye know not what shall be on the morrow. For 
what is your life? It is even a vapour, that appeareth for a 
little time, and then vanisheth away. 
For that ye ought to say, If the Lord will, we shall live, and 
do this, or that." James 4:13-15. 

Paul was completely committed to whatever God asked of him 
and so went forward in faith, not knowing what lay ahead, whether 
it be persecution or even the loss of his life in Jerusalem. Whatever 
God demanded of him, he was ready to give. 

He was in spirit a stranger to this life, looking for an eternal city 
of rest to come, and in this same mind he writes to his brethren at 
Rome: 

"Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall 
tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or 
nakedness, or peril, or sword? 
As it is written, For thy sake we are killed all the day long; 
we are accounted as sheep for the slaughter. 
Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through 
him that loved us. 
For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, 
nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things 
to come. 
Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able 
to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus 
our Lord." Romans 8:35-39. 

How blessed we would be Brethren and Sisters if we could 
emulate this same spirit in our living and walk after Paul's example 
as a faithful worker in the ministry of Christ. 

M.C.S. 

THE PATIENCE AND FAITH OF THE SAINTS 
The Saints, or true believers, have always known, though 

sinners, and sceptical professors, their kin, have not, that although 
their conflict with the secular and ecclesiastical rulers of the world 
would be proximately disastrous; yet that finally they would 
themselves be the victors, and the personal avengers of the atrocious 
cruelties they had endured. They have always known what the Beast 
is that is politically "worshipped by all that dwell upon the earth"; 
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and by which they have in ages past been vanquished: and being of 
that class that hath ears they have heard "what the Spirit saith to the 
ecclesias." They have understood what the destiny of "the Powers 
that be", which have led them into captivity, and killed them by the 
sword, is decreed by the Eternal Spirit to be. They know that this 
beast with all its appendages of heads, horns, mouth, feet, and Name 
of Blasphemy, aggregately symbolising the governments of the 
nations are themselves to be led captive, or taken violent possession 
of; and to be destroyed by the judicial two-edged sword in the hands 
of the Saints. They knew that the honor of executing vengeance upon 
the nations, and punishments upon the people; of binding their 
kings with chains, and their nobles with fetters of iron; and of 
executing the judgment written, when the Ancient of Days should 
come, was, in the wisdom and justice of the Deity, assigned to them. 
By this knowledge, they were energised to endure for the time being 
the atrocious cruelty inflicted upon them by the great iron teeth of 
the Lion-Mouth. They endured in hope of this honor, and waited for 
it in faith. It was their patience and their faith that the time would 
come, after the lapse of the "forty two months", when they would 
slay Daniel's Fourth Beast, give his body politic to the burning flame, 
and deprive the other three beasts of their dominion, which they 
would possess a thousand years. This has never been "the patience 
and the faith" of the worshippers of the beast "who dwell upon the 
earth". These who constitute "the Names and Denominations of 
Christendom" do not believe that the power leading "heretics", so 
called, into captivity: or, in the language of the Inquisition, 
"IMMURED" them, shall itself be "IMMURED" in the binding of its 
kings and nobles with chains: nor that such a power having killed 
"Heretics" by the million with the sword, shall in like manner be by 
them destroyed. They of whose names there has been no record from 
the foundation of the world, in the book of the slain Lamb's life have 
no ear to hear such doctrines as this. The waiting for and belief of 
these things is a characteristic of the true believers, "who dwell in the 
heaven" though pilgrims and sojourners upon the earth, and trodden 
under foot of the Gentiles; for where their treasure is, there is their 
heart, or affections also. 

The above writing from the nineteenth century, by Dr. J. 
Thomas, is a clarion call to believers. But look at the position today, 
demonstrated by a sad and disturbed letter, written to one of the 
main Ecclesial Magazines (not in fellowship with us). The following 
comments are extracted from the same:-

"We have lived through almost unparalleled times of 
prosperity and freedom. Personally I believe that these 
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influences, "pleasant" as they may have been, have left us in 
a very vulnerable position. Coupled with the concept of the 
individual's personal rights and choices, it is so easy for us 
to hold doctrine as belief and for it to have a reduced 
influence on what we used to describe as our conscience. We 
can adopt society's overwhelming attitude, that what I 
want to do is right for me and that I can make the choices. 
That, of course, is true — that is the nature of conscience — 
but unless our reactions are influenced by scripture, then 
we are going down a slippery slope . 
Over the last few years we seem to ha ve become increasingly 
compromised to what extent would we now take 
employment where we may be involved in a definite link 
up, say through the electronics industry? Or, how many of 
us have had our fingers burnt AS OUR SHARES IN THOSE 
COMPANIES HAVE RECENTLY EVAPORATED? 
Previously we have stressed that membership of a political 
party was contrary to the Lord's teaching. Yet is this guard 
now slipping? Is voting or taking part in street protest more 
readily acceptable to us? At one time we saw the dangers of 
encouraging our children to join scout and guide 
organisations and we provided a more wholesome 
alternative by holding Youth Circles. That issue now seems 
to be less important. And so we could go on. In other words, 
it seems as though tolerance and the need to blend into 
society can afflict us as much as it does everyone else. — 
During the last war—they objected to taking part in armed 
combat — they also totally refused to take part in weapons 
manufacture, even if that would have been a comfortable 
way out; that while they were prepared to grow food for 
national consumption, they would not take part in the non-
combatant services. These obviously were not easy decisions 
but they singled members out as people of conscience. — 
We again need to generate more open, scripturally centred 
discussion on these issues. We need to encourage conscience 
to play a greater role and when we feel vulnerable in our 
separation, we need to support each other in turning to the 
Lord." 

The Remnant asks the question, Where is the spirit of what Dr. 
J. Thomas stood for, as shown clearly in his preserved writings; in 
this modern condition, as revealed in the above extracts from the 
troubled member, who subscribes to the magazine which has 
published his lament? 
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SIGNS OF HIS COMING 
"—Give ear, all ye of far countries: gird yourselves, and ye 
shall be broken in pieces. — " (Isaiah 8:9). 

The Holy Roman Empire became fully established about the 
year AD 800. It comprised much of western and central Europe. 
Charlemagne (Charles 1st the Great) 742-814, King of the Franks 
from 768, and Holy Roman Emperor from 800: by inheritance from 
his father Pepin, and by conducting an extensive campaign of 
conquest, united most of Western Europe. It was during Mass on 
Christmas Day 800, that Pope Leo III crowned Charlemagne emperor, 
who then introduced a new coinage, and various other measures 
which brought European nations together. So came the description 
Holy Roman Empire, being regarded as the Christian (hence "holy") 
revival of the Roman Empire. 

And now there is a revival of that time, in a fuller sense, with 
the establishing of the European "Euro" currency. Fifty two billion 
coins were produced for the changeover, commencing January 1st, 
last; the biggest currency alteration in history. It was estimated that 
200,000 cash machines had been made ready to dispense 14.5 billion 
bank notes to 304 million people. So began a gathering in of the old 
currencies; francs, marks, lire, punts, escudos, pesetas, guilders, and 
significantly an ending of the 2,650 year-old Greek drachma. 

The Maastricht treaty of 1992 approved European Monetary 
Union. But at that time Britain, Sweden and Denmark would not 
support this aspect. However by January 1 st 1999 eleven of the other 
twelve European Union States had achieved the economic reforms 
required, ready for the new currency; and Greece, the other one of 
the twelve came alongside after two years. 

The introduction of the euro is a very great move towards 
European integration. It is the greatest step since France, Germany, 
Italy and the Benelux countries formed the European Coal and Steel 
Community in 1951. The EEC single market could dismantle, with 
border controls returning and EEC legislation ignored. But the 
reversing of the single currency would be an almost insurmountable 
task. William Duisenberg, the President of the European Central 
Bank, has declared that "The euro is more than just a currency. It is 
a symbol of integration. "The belief is that it will bind the Continent 
together as never before. 

The twelve nations involved are Austria, Belgium, France, 
Finland, Germany, Greece, Holland, Italy, Ireland, Luxembourg, 
Portugal and Spain. It is noticeable that this list comprises strong 
nations and weak nations. Ireland, one of the weak nations, has been 
very enthusiastic about the change. Eighty six per cent of its public 
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have welcomed the move. Many of its shops along the border with 
Ulster are delightedly trading in both the Irish ecu and English 
money. / 

Britain however still hangs back, and Denmark and Sweden 
have declared non-involvement in the immediate future. A Senior 
British Statesman has voiced criticism:-

"All the glitz, all the razzamatazz and all the self-
congratulation cannot disguise the reality that the euro has 
not lived up to its billing. 
It was meant to be a hard currency—it has been weak. It was 
meant to be stable — it has been volatile. It was meant to 
rival the dollar — it hasn't 
It was meant to generate low inflation — the European 
Central Bank has missed its inflation target for long periods 
— the euro will cause more boom and bust. 
Britain now has one of the best monetary policy regimes in 
the world. It would be madness to throw it away." 

When the European euphoria has died down, will the spirit of 
integration grow? There will of course be common payment for 
labour. There will be borderless travel. It will be a huge area 
stretching from the Atlantic to Finland and Greece in the east, a great 
alliance. 

Well, the word of God may be ignored, but the message from 
heaven does not forecast blessing. And it may be the scriptural 
indication is that Britain will keep close to the U.S.A. and so remain 
less attached to Europe. The British Chancellor has ruled that there 
will be five tests to be made before he can agree to place the matter 
to the nation for their approval. But the British people are not 
enthusiastic. Note some or the individual comments which recently 
were sent for publishing in the National Press:-

"It seems the only valid argument in favour of joining is the 
saving on the cost of changing money. This is a price well 
worth paying if it means keeping our sovereignty and 
national identity — all our financial matters would be run 
by Brussels." 
"I am convinced that a majority of British working people 
don't want the euro who don't want to lose their 
national identity." 
"Changing my English pounds into a foreign currency 
highlights the start of my holiday. How boring it would be 
to have just one currency." 

In due time the position of Britain in this European arrangement 
will be revealed. Nevertheless Britain, by reason of its geographical 
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osition, remains one of the merchant seafarers, whereas Europe is 
ecoming an Empire conforming to the Roman of earlier times; and 

it is worthy of noting that Daniel's 4th Beast was Roman (Daniel 7:7). 
And also, very significantly, the world position at the time of the end 
will have inherent weakness; "there will be in it of the strength of 
iron" (Daniel 2:41), but it will really be feet of clay. It is a pessimistic 
declaration for the future, though this be a time of euphoria as the 
European nations converge. 

NEWS FROM THE ECCLESIAS 
HAMBURG, NEW YORK, Corner Southwestern Blvd. and 

Pleasant Ave. 
Sundays: Breaking of Bread 11.30 a.m. 
Sunday Afternoon Class 1.45 p.m. 
Midweek: Bible Class: Forestville, Hamburg andFredonia 
Every Third Week: Revelation Study 

We are continuing additional mailings of invitations for 
information concerning God's plan for this troubled earth. 
Response has been limited, but we are grateful for this opportunity 
to witness to His purpose. 

Much help in personal trials has been received in response to 
the prayers of many. We are grateful for this coming alongside, and 
for the provision of an Almighty hand in whom we can trust. 

J.A.DeF. 

MANCHESTER, Ryecroft Hall, Audenshaw. 
Sundays: Breaking of Bread 11.00 a.m. 
Thursdays: Bible Class 2.00 p.m. 

What a comfort it is in times of difficulty, that we can ask 
Brethren and Sisters to make supplications on our behalf, in our 
times of need. 

And as each is helped, according to His Will, this itself is a 
comfort of our faith, which works within us a feeling of profound 
thankfulness. 

I 
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