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THE REMNANT 

AT THE TABLE OF THE LORD 
PAUL'S EXHORTATION 

Today our attention has been directed to Paul's first letter to 
his brethren in Thessalonica. The apostle, with Silas, had reasoned 
from the scriptures with those in Thessalonica, both Jews and 
Gentiles, for almost a month (Acts 17:1-4) with the result that: 

"... some of them believed, and consorted (or as the word 
means, obtained an inheritance with) with Paul and Silas; 
and of the devout Greeks a great multitude, and of the chief 
women not a few." Acts 17:4. 

The two brethren left Thessalonica (V. 10) by night because of 
persecution from the "Jews which believed not" (V. 5). Paul wrote 
to his new brethren shortly thereafter, praising them: 

"Remembering without ceasing your work of faith, and 
labour of love, and patience of nope in our Lord Jesus 
Christ..." I Thessalonians 1:3. 

This morning we have listened to Paul's exhortation to these 
whom he loved in the faith: 

"Now we exhort you, brethren, warn them that are unruly, 
comfort the feebleminded, support the weak, be patient 
toward all men. See that none render evil for evil unto any 
man; but ever follow that which is good, both among 
yourselves, and to all men. Rejoice evermore. Pray without 
ceasing. 
In every thing give thanks; for this is the will of God in 
Christ Jesus concerning you. Quench not the Spirit. 
Despise not prophesyings. Prove all things; hold fast that 
which is good. Abstain from all appearance of evil." 

I Thessalonians 5:14-22. 

Paul besought, advised and comforted them— a labor of love in coming 
alongside,drawingthemnearto him. Letusponder and give heed to his 
words, written with the direction of the Spirit, that 

"... the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray 
God your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved 
blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ." 

I Thessalonians 5:23. 

These concise and caring words give us a comprehensive view of 
what the Almighty through Paul knew was needful, not only for 
those in Thessalonica but for ourselves and for all desiring to serve 
Him since that time. It gives a guide for examining how we live — 
our thoughts and our hopes — as we struggle to be subject to our 
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THE REMNANT 

Father who has called us. Let us then take advantage of this vital 
help, realizing how much we need it. 
"Warn them that are unruly" — A warning involves 
admonishment or reproof to any who are unruly, not walking by 
the rules or commandments or God. Warning is the duty of a 
vigilant watchman, as Paul wrote to his Ephesian brethren: 

"... watch, and remember, that by the space of three years 
I ceased not to warn every one night and day with tears." 

Acts 20:31. 

It was not easy for our brother, nor for any, to be a faithful 
watchman, but if there is failure to warn, the one neglecting that 
divine requirement is held by God to be responsible (See Ezekiel 
3:18) — "his blood will I require at thine hand." 
"Comfort the Feebleminded" — Might we not feel there are no 
feebleminded among us? However, to be feebleminded is not 
necessarily to be deficient in intelligence, but rather, in this biblical 
use, to be faint or weak in mind or heart. The apostle reminds us of 
many who were strong in mind and faith in that familiar chapter 11 
of Hebrews, which lists many accounted faithful by the Almighty, 
and then continues: 

"Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so 
great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and 
the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with 
patience the race that is set before us, Looking unto Jesus 
. . . For consider him that endured such contradiction of 
sinners against himself, lest ye be wearied and faint in your 
minds." Hebrews 12:1-3. 

How easily under trial we can grow faint in heart, and thereby limit 
our ability to receive help from above. Paul exhorts us to comfort 
such who are shaky in faith, come alongside to lift up, and encour
age in the way of life. By this the faint or weak can be built up in 
mind and heart, growing in qualities which please our Father. 

Paul continues his help to these new brethren: 
"Support the weak" — Supporting requires a bracing, a giving of 
self to encourage any who may be weak in heart. To do so requires 
a realization of the need for such support. How can we provide 
such? Again, Paul shows us how: 

... I have shewed you all things, how that so labouring ye 
ought to support the weak, and to remember the words of 
the Lord Jesus, how he said, It is more blessed to give than 
to receive." Acts 20:35. 

Such work involves sacrifice, a giving of thought, strength and love 
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to buttress the faith of another that he may be stronger, to help the 
"uncomely" parts of the body become more in harmony with the 
Spirit (I Corinthians 12:22-24). 
"Be patient toward all men"—To be patient is to be 'long-spirited", 
allowing one's right spirit to restrain over a length oftime one's 
fleshly thinking. It is relatively easy to be patient for short periods, 
but over a sustained trial one's patience often wears thin. It is less 
difficult to be patient with those to whom we are the closest. But 
Paul exhorts: "be patient toward all men" — a much more difficult 
task for which strength of character and conviction is needed to 
please our Father. If we can perceive how longsuffering and patient 
God is with us, will we not make greater effort and therefore find 
help to: "Be patient toward all men"? 
"See that none render evil for evil"—This tells us simply that there 
must be no repaying or giving back for hurts or offense to self. The 
fleshly man is eager to get even". But the Spirit says NO! Peter's 
words help in this consideration: 

". . . be ye all of one mind, having compassion one of 
another, love as brethren, be pitiful, De courteous: 
Not rendering evil for evil, or railing for railing: but contra
riwise blessing; knowing that ye are thereunto called, that 
ye should inherit a blessing." I Peter 3:8-9. 

Our Father greatly blesses, forgiving where there is a submissive 
and seeking mind. He does not render evil for evil, but corrects and 
chastens in mercy. It is in this spirit that Paul concludes: "but ever 
follow that which is good, both among yourselves, and to all men." 
"Rejoice evermore" — It is not our nature to rejoice or be happy 
durmg times of trial and distress. Recognizing this, Paul wrote to 
his brethren: 

"Finally, my brethren, rejoice in the Lord... For we are the 
circumcision, which worship God in the spirit, and rejoice 
in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh." 

Philippians 3:1,3. 

Are we striving to be a spiritual Jew? 
"... which is one inwardly; and circumcision is that of the 
heart, in the spirit, and not in the letter; whose praise is not 
of men, but of God." Romans 2:29. 

We are Gentiles, brought into the covenant of promise by faith in 
Jesus Christ, being buried into His death in the waters of baptism 
and rising a new man in Christ. Have we not good reason to rejoice, 
looking to the gift of life eternal, with hope and in willing patience? 
There is no room for complaining or murmuring, but rattier a joyful 

223 



THE REMNANT 

submitting to whatever is required by the Almighty, and trusting to 
rejoice eternally in His kingdom. 
"Fray without ceasing"—One might protest: But I do pray—at the 
meetings, before I eat, at night before retiring. Yet the Spirit says: 
"Pray without ceasing." Should we not be mindful of the need for 
"ready" prayer always? Let us here remember Jesus' words as He: 

. . . spake a parable... to this end, that men ought always 
to pray, and not to faint." Luke 18:1. 

He then asks in considering this reminder: 
"And shall not God avenge his own elect, which cry day 
and night unto him, though he bear long with them?" 

Luke 18:7. 

Those who rejoice in being His chosen, will respond in their hearts 
with thanksgiving and joy, seeking His help and guidance, giving 
glory to His name. 

Paul, in continuing his exhortation, suggested: 
"In every thing give thanks" — All that we have is given of our 
Father. Do we always recognize this by continually giving thanks? 
For His blessing, care and love we are thankful; but do we in every 
thing tell Him? Do we thank Him sincerely for trials, for chastening, 
for tribulation, recognizing that these too are part of the Fathers 
hand working to mold His children? Our flesh may not like these, 
but let us recognize and submit to His wisdom: "In every thing give 
thanks." 
"Quench not the Spirit" — How can we quench or extinguish the 
Spirit? Can it not be done by failing to nourish that new man of spirit 
which has been born of water and spirit at baptism? The "fire" or the 
Spirit works to consume our fleshly lusts. The law concerning fire 
on the altar opens our eyes to the constancy of our needs and is a 
help in our struggle: 

"The fire shall ever be burning upon the altar; it shall never 
go out." Leviticus 6:13. 

The work of the ever-burning fire was clear to all Israel in the burnt 
offering when: 

". . . the priest shall burn all on the altar, to be a burnt 
sacrifice, an offering made by fire, of a sweet savour unto 
the LORD." Leviticus 1:9. 

The offering was a delight, a sweet smell unto the Lord, but only as 
the fire consumed it. To the fleshly mind the odor of burning flesh 
is not a sweet smell; but as the smoke of the offering ascendedit was 
a delight to Him. If that fire of the Spirit working to consume our 
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flesh is extinguished, there can be no sweet savor, no delight to our 
Father, and no hope of redemption for ourselves. Let us then, 
Brethren and Sisters, nourish and cherish that fire working in us 
which alone can make our mortal selves pleasing to our God. 

Paul continues his exhortation: 
"Despise not prophesyings" — We must not think little of or scorn 
His word, such as given through His prophets. Prophesying is a 
foretelling by the Almighty of things which are to come to pass. He 
has sent His prophets—"rising early and sending them"—that His 
children might know His purpose and what He desires for them. 
Without such prophesying we would be ignorant of what is to 
come, and would nave no hope or true perception of His Purpose. 
Peter speaks of the "last days" when the Almighty's foretold end 
will be accomplished, and he warns: 

"Knowing this first, that there shall come in the last days 
scoffers, walking after their own lusts, 
And saying, Where is the promise of his coming? for since 
the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were from 
the beginnings of the creation." II Peter 3:3-4. 

In the beginning there was a prophecy to Adam and Eve in their 
failure, of a "seed of the woman" who would be sent to wound the 
serpent in the head (Genesis 3:15). There was also prophesied that 
in a time to come, that same seed would, in willing submission, shed 
His blood as a covering for sin (Genesis 3:21). All through the 
scriptures we have God's f oretellings. If we despise these, we scorn 
them and cannot please God or have a part in them, but will know 
only His rejection and wrath. 

Turning again to Paul's words: 
"Prove all thmgs; hold fast that which is good" — This tells us to 
test, to examine, or try all things. It is impossible to lay hold upon 
that which is "good" unless there is the ability to discern. How can 
we thus separate good from evil? John helps us: 

"Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits 
whether they are of God: because many false prophets are 
gone out into the world." IJohn4:l. 

Examining these is required, but our own spirits need this also, 
Brethren and Sisters, in order to be pleasing to God, and thus be 
suitable for fellowship with Jesus, His Son. As we are allowed to 
come to His Table, to remember Him, we are admonished: 

"But let a man examine (try or prove) himself, and so let 
him eat of that bread, and drink of that cup. 
For he that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and 
drinketh damnation to himself, not discerning the Lord's 
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body." I Corinthians 11:28-29. 

The Almighty and His Son look into our hearts, clearly seeing what 
is there. Must we not also do this, asking: Is my spirit pleasing to 
God? 

Finally, Paul exhorts: 
"Abstain from all appearance of evil" — Our desire and our 
struggle is and must be to hold off or be separate from all that might 
even resemble evil. What do others see in us? Is it good, not evil? 
Can they put their trust in our word? Do they perceive integrity, 
nothing shady"? Are we always "above board" with nothing 
hidden? We must remember our Father can discern the thoughts 
and intents of our hearts. Is he pleased with what He sees? 

As the apostle concludes, he assures his brethren that if there 
is a true "hearing^ of his words, the Almighty will: 

"... sanctify you wholly: and I pray God your whole spirit 
and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming 
of our Lord Jesus Christ." I Thessalonians 5:23. 

Our Brother Paul has given us a guide, a simple list, whereby we 
may measure ourselves. How do we measure up? No doubt we all 
come short in some or all of these qualities. Are not his words a 
divine help given to keep us aware of our spiritual strengths and 
frailties, revealing to us areas where we do come short and need to 
bolster our spirits, thus coming closer to Jesus' example? He it is, 
although of our nature, who never failed. It may be helpful to keep 
these thoughts in the front of our minds as we work and wait for His 
coming. He will judge all who have known Him, and will grant 
eternallife to those who have struggled to glorify His Father. 

This very great help from our brother of old can enable us to 
grow in those fruits of the Spirit, of which he wrote, concluding: 

"And they that are Christ's have crucified the flesh with the 
affections and lusts. 
If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit." 

Galatians 5:22-25. 

/. A. DeF. 
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"GODLINESS IS PROFITABLE UNTO ALL THINGS" 
Paul in writing to Timothy outlines his hopes and aspirations 

for his brother in the faith, helping us as well to perceive the 
spiritual intent necessary in those who seek to follow after the Lord 
Jesus Christ's example. 

He considered Timothy his "own son in the faith" and as a 
loving father instructed: 

"Unto Timothy, my own son in the faith: Grace, mercy, and 
peace, from God our Father and Jesus Christ our Lord. 
As I besought thee to abide still at Ephesus, when I went 
into Macedonia, that thou mightest charge some that they 
teach no other doctrine, 
Neither give heed to fables and endless genealogies, which 
minister questions, rather than godly edifying which is in 
faith: so do." I Timothy 1:2-4. 

Paul charged Timothy to teach the gospel of Christ at Ephesus, 
resisting those who sought to corrupt the Truth with fables, super
stitions or endless genealogies, which destroy the purity of His 
Word, which alone could offer salvation: 

"But refuse profane and old wives' fables, and exercise 
thyself rather unto godliness. 
For bodily exercise profiteth little: but godliness is profit
able unto all things, naving promise of the life that now is, 
and of that which is to come." I Timothy 4:7-8. 

Paul urged a training or exercise in spiritual matters — those 
activities which can Build up godliness pleasing to the Father. 
Emphasizing this point he goes on to say: 

"This is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptation." 
I Timothy 4:9. 

His desire was to instill this important teaching in his younger 
brother Timothy, so that he could also build up those at Ephesus in 
the exercise of godliness, for there seemed to be some wandering 
out of the way, becoming "teachers of the law; understanding 
neither what they say, nor whereof they affirm" (I Timothy 1:7). 

In the same vein Paul wrote to his Hebrew brethren, remind
ing how that the exercise of godliness often involves chastening: 

"... ye have forgotten the exhortation which speaketh unto 
you as unto children, My son, despise not thou the chasten
ing of the Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked of him: 
For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth 
every son whom he receiveth. 
If you endure chastening, God dealeth with you as with 
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sons; for what son is he whom the father chasteneth not?" 
Hebrews 12:5-7. 

Paul was one who could speak from experience as one chastened of God: 
"... I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who hath enabled me, for 
that he counted me faithful, putting me into the ministry; 
Who was before a blasphemer, and a persecutor, and 
injurious: but I obtained mercy, because I did it ignorantly 
in unbelief. 
And the grace of our Lord was exceeding abundant with 
faith and love which is in Christ Jesus. 
This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that 
Christ Jesus came mto the world to save sinners; of whom 
I am chief." I Timothy 1:12-15. 

We often marvel in reading of Paul's conversion and the hardships 
he was called upon to bear—all were exercises in godliness, which 
helped him to value and edify his faith in the Lord: 

"Now no chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous, 
but grievous: nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the peace
able fruit of righteousness unto them which are exercised 
thereby." Hebrews 12:11. 

"... Yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness" — that which is 
acceptable to the Husbandman — the harvest of a right spirit that 
has valiantly struggled against the wretchedness of the flesh na
ture. How is this done? Not without work, effort and much chasten
ing, for godliness is not natural to the carnal man. The desires and 
anxieties of the flesh constantly tend to interfere in this process, but 
Paul encourages: 

"Wherefore, lift up the hands which hang down, and the 
feeble knees; 
And make straight paths for your feet, lest that which is 
lame be turned out of the way; but let it rather be healed." 

Hebrews 12:12. 

Paul could speak from experience, for he had suffered beatings, 
stoning, imprisonment and a disabling affliction in the flesh. He 
knew first hand the only means of overcoming affliction was to seek 
the Almighty's help, through the mediatorship of Christ. 

'^fowbeit for this cause I obtained mercy, that in me first 
Jesus Christ might shew forth all longsuffering, for a pat
tern to them which should hereafter believe on him to life 
everlasting." I Timothy 1:16. 

This pattern of which Paul speaks, is the example of obedience 
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displayed by the Lord Jesus. While endeavouring to conform, we 
unlike Him fail, but only through the process of this exercise may 
we hope one day to attain unto godliness. 

"Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever 
things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever 
things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever 
things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there 
be any praise, think on these things. 
Those things, which ye have both learned, and received, 
and heard, and seen in me, do: and the God of peace shall 
be with you." Philippians 4:8-9. 

Endeavouring to walk after the pattern of Christ, Paul recog
nized chastening as an integral part of the exercise to godliness. We 
too can be strengthened by his letter to Timothy, helping us to grow 
in godliness and thus closer to the hope Paul shared: "having 

f romise of the life that now is, and of that which is to come." (I 
imothy 4:8). 

M.C.S. 

THE FALSE AND THE TRUE 
(From The Christadelphian 1877) 

"Since Christ was here, both he and his brethren, and the 
principles of the truth, seem all to have being counterfeited, by the 
sleight and cunning craftiness of men, whereby they lie in wait to 
deceive. 

As in Old Testament times there were those who envied the 
honour which God had conferred upon faithful Moses, so also in 
New Testament times, there appeared amongst men many false 
Christs, as had already been predicted. 

As there were false smooth-speaking prophets contemporary 
with the true seers of Israel: so there have been, later on, false 
teachers, false apostles, and false brethren, who have all acted a 
seductive part towards those who, once, had "Clean escaped from 
them who live in error." (2 Pet 2:1-18). 

As there is a true church of Christ, the chaste bride of his love, 
separated from all wordly ambitions, so also there came into 
existence a false church, having in her heart all manner of schemes 
for present aggrandisement, seeking ease and glory during the 
absence of the Bridegroom. 

As there is a true kingdom of God described in the word of 
promise, so also even before the promise has taken effect, there has 
existed a travesty of this kingdom to be found in the claims and 
unfounded pretensions of the Papacy, and which is further illus
trated in all who conceive that this kingdom has any existence 
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amongst men, or anything at all to do with present institutions 
except to destroy them when it comes. 

As there is such a thing as a "good confession" of the truth 
before men, so also, there is such a thing as professing to know God, 
while in works He is denied. (Titus 1:16; ITimothy 6:12). 

As there is true humility which in contriteness of heart trem
bles at God's word, so also we are led to see that there is a mock 
humility, a pride that apes humility, which obtains the contempt of 
all the wise and true-hearted. 

As there is a true meekness which seeks the honour of God as 
exhibited in the cases of Moses and Christ; so, also, there is a 
meekness which might be better denominated softness, which 
merely means the absence of any stern uncompromising principles; 
and, above all, the absence of the honour of God before the eyes as 
an object of life. 

As there is a true charity, which seeks not its own but another's 
good, so there is also, to be found amongst men a false charity, 
which consists exclusively in alms-giving; or, on the other hand, 
which seeks to plaster over an iniquitous fellowship, saying peace, 
peace, when there is need to proclaim war. 

As there is a true law of justice which is without partiality, 
hypocrisy and bribery, so there is what is called justice, which 
would be more properly described as might against right — in 
which the poor are defrauded of their due, ana unable to obtain 
redress for their wrongs. 

As there is a true living faith, which is evidenced by works of 
love, so there is, as well, a faith which is dead, being alone and 
without any consistent counterpart in the actions. 

As there is a true zeal, which is guided by the wisdom of the 
truth, so there is besides, a zeal which is not according to knowl
edge; the latter has always been the most abounding amongst men. 

As there is a healthful fear of God, which is the beginning of 
wisdom; so there is also in the world a superstitious slavish fear, 
which has its foundation in ignorance and guilt. 

As there is a true friendship which remains the same in 
prosperity and adversity; so there is also a false friendship, which 
deserts its object in the evil day. 

As there is a "mystery of godliness" now revealed to us by the 
apostolic preaching, so also there is a "mystery of iniquity" which 
only awaits capture and destruction at the coming of the Lord. 

As we have true comfort in the apostolic hope of resurrection 
to life and glory in the kingdom of God, so besides this there is a false 
comfort, which captivates with promises of liberty and glory the 
"moment after death." 

As we have true wisdom in the word and doctrine of Christ 
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crucified, so there is also what Paul calls a "shew of wisdom" and 
a "wisdom of this world," which is foolishness with God. 

As there is a true satisfying bread which cometh down from 
Heaven, and which gives nourishment and comfort to the eater; so 
there is also that upon which men spend money and labour which 
is not truly bread, being devoid of nutritious and life-giving prop
erties. Such, saith the prophet, "satisfieth not." (Isaiah 55:2). 

As there are true works of righteousness springing from faith 
motived by love, so likewise there are counterfeit works which 
resemble the genuine in form and profession; but are base in the 
metal of which they are made; in other words they are not born of 
faith in God, without which it is impossible to please Him with 
anything we may do. The apostolic description of these is, "having 
the form of godliness but denying the power." many of the so-called 
good works which men do, are done upon the Pharisaic principle, 
in which cases like the Pharisees they have their reward in the 
esteem and good opinions of men whom they have in view in all 
they do." 

A BIBLE CLASS 
"That my name may be declared throughout all the earth." 

Exodus 9:16. 

The early chapters of Exodus, written by Moses, chronicle 
God's care for Israel while under the bondage or Egypt. This record 
serves as a reminder of the Almighty's power and might, ever 
present on behalf of His people. The Scriptures declare that for this 
very purpose was this Pharoah raised up, that God's name might be 
glorified by all who through the ages, read of this account. 

In our verse under consideration, God instructed Moses to say 
to Pharaoh: 

"And in very deed for this cause have I raised thee up, for 
to shew in thee my power; and that my name may be 
declared throughout all the earth." Exodus 9:16. 

The word "declare" comes from a prime root meaning, to score with 
a mark or record, giving the thought of firmly impressing. At 
Moses' first meeting with Pharaoh it was evident that strong 
measures would be necessary: 

"And afterward Moses and Aaron went in, and told Phar
aoh, Thus said the LORD God of Israel, Let my people go, 
that they may hold a feast unto me in the wilderness. 
And Pharaoh said, Who is the LORD, that I should obey his 
voice to let Israel go? I know not the LORD, neither will I let 
Israel go." Exodus 5:1-2. 
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Pharaoh, it was obvious was hard hearted — not easily entreated, 
therefore God used this man's stubborness to bring about His 
purpose with Israel. Because of Pharaoh's unyieldingness and 
disrespect, Moses was sent to warn him of the punishing plagues 
that would soon be sent upon all the land of Egypt: 

"And the LORD said unto Moses, Rise up early in the 
morning, and stand before Pharaoh, and say unto him, 
Thus saith the LORD God of the Hebrews, Let my people 

Po, that they may serve me. 
or I will at this time send all my plagues upon thine heart, 

and upon thy servants, and upon thy people; that thou 
mayest know that there is none like me in all the earth." 

Exodus 9:13-14. 

God's awesome power and might was felt by the Egyptians i 
dreadful plagues fell upon all the land. However, there wer< 

i as those 
: were hearts 

among the Egyptians which could be touched and impressed, for as 
the plague or hail was announced, some feared the Lord, heeding 
His warning: 

"Behold, tomorrow about this time I will cause it to rain a 
very grievous hail, such as hath not been in Egypt since the 
foundation thereof even until now. 
Send therefore now, and gather thy cattle, and all that thou 
hast in the field; for upon every man and beast which shall 
be found in the field, and shall not be brought home, the 
hail shall come down upon them, and they shall die. 
He that feared the word of the LORD among the servants 
of Pharaoh made his servants and his cattle flee into the 
houses." Exodus 9:18-20. 

All at that time would know of the Almighty through the plagues 
which had fallen already upon Egypt, and likewise from the ab
sence of them on the land of Goshen where His people, Israel dwelt: 

"And I will sever in that day the land of Goshen, in which 
my people dwell, that no swarms of flies shall be there; to 
the end thou mayest know that I am the LORD in the midst 
of the earth. 
And I will put a division between my people and thy 
people." Exodus 8:22-23. 

The Hebrews were passers-through, sojourning in a pagan 
land whose people worshipped many false gods and idols, yet in 
each of these fearsome plagues God's might was proclaimed as He 
said: "I am the LORD — giving evidence of whose power was 
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creating these disasters upon Egypt. As His hand was felt and seen 
on Egypt's false gods, the river Nile, called the sustainer of life, was 
turned to blood, their sun god Ra turned to darkness and their 
Pharaoh, who claimed divinity, was smitten with boils along with 
the common man. Some Egyptians must have feared and believed, 
for the Scriptures record that when Israel finally left Egypt, they 
went out "a mixed multitude". It is evident some in Egypt believed 
in the power of the Hebrew's God, choosing to leave their homeland 
and become joined to His people. 

One other, some time later, not of natural Israel who was 
impressed by the might of the Lord was Rahab, a harlot of Jericho. 
We recall how she hid the two Israelite men, sent by Joshua to spy 
out Jericho, after they had been detected by the men of the city. 
Hearing and fearing the great works done by Yahweh, she hid them 
from the king of Jencho in hope of obtaining mercy from their God: 

"... Iknow that the LORD hath given you the land, and that 
your terror is fallen upon us, and that all the inhabitants of 
the land faint because of you. 
For we have heard how the LORD dried up the water of the Red 
Sea foryou, when yecame out of Egypt; and whatye did unto the 
two kings of the Amorites, that were on the other side Jordan, 
Sihon and Og, whom ye utterly destroyed. 
And as soon as we had heard these things, our hearts did 
melt, neither did there remain any more courage in any 
man, because of you: for the LORD your God, he is God in 
heaven above, and in earth beneath." Joshua 2:9-11. 

God's name being declared first by the plagues, then by His deeds 
against Og and Sihon, touched the heart of this Gentile who feared 
and believed. Rahab was not only adopted into Israel, but also 
because of her belief was further blessed, in becoming one in the line 
of Christ. Her great-great-grandson was David, another who expe
rienced in his own living the wonder of God's power and might as 
he declared: 

"Sing unto the LORD, all the earth; shew forth from day to 
day his salvation. 
Declare his glory among the heathen; his marvellous works 
among all nations. 
For great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised: he also is 
to be feared above all gods. 
For all the gods of the people are idols: but the LORD made 
the heavens." I Chron. 16:23-26. 

God's name is declared daily in the beauty of His creation. The 
sun, moon and stars, fixed in orbit declare His might and the 
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wondrous order He has set into motion. Because of its perfect 
continuity, we are so often guilty of taking for granted this good 
earth that He has created for our pleasure. However, let us not 
forget the changing seasons of seed time and harvest all continue 
because of His power alone: 

"The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament 
sheweth his handywork. 
Day unto day uttereth speech, and night unto night 
sheweth knowledge." Psalm 19:1-2. 

God's purpose from the beginning has been to declare His 
name throughout all the earth — taking out a people who will 
glorify and honor Him during their time of probation, with the 
hope of doing so eternally. This hope was shown to John in vision 
ana he recorded it for our help: 

"After this I beheld, and lo, a great multitude which no man 
could number, of all nations, and kindreds, and people, 
and tongues, stood before the throne, and before the Lamb, 
clothed with white robes, and palms in their hands; 
And cried with a loud voice, saying, Salvation to our God 
which sitteth upon the throne and unto the Lamb . . . 
Saying, Amen: Blessing, and glory, and wisdom, and 
thanksgiving, and honour, and power, and might, be unto 
our God for ever and ever. Amen." Revelation 7:9-10,12. 

M.C.S. 

"ONE SINNER DESTROYETH MUCH GOOD" 
Ecclesiastes 9:18 

Our consideration concerns the wisdom of the Lord ex
pressed for us by "the Preacher" (Solomon). He, king of Israel, 
wrote of death's inevitability for every man: 

"This is an evil among all things that are done under the 
sun, that there is one event unto all: yes, also the heart of the 
sons of men, is full of evil, and madness is in their heart 
while they live, and after that they go to the dead." 

Ecclesiastes 9:3. 

Continuing in his God-given wisdom, Solomon explains: 
"For to him that is joined to all the living there is hope: for 
a living dog is better than a dead lion. 
For the living know that they shall die: but the dead know 
not any thing, neither have they any more a reward; for the 
memory of them is forgotten." Ecclesiastes 9:4-5. 

While there is life, "there is hope" but death is the end of man's 
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opportunity to honor the Almighty and so have hope for ultimate 
escape from that state. God in His mercy has revealed how this 
escape is possible through knowledge of and submission to His 
word. Illustrating this hope, Solomon wrote a parable: 

"This wisdom have I seen also under the sun, and it seemed 

f reat unto me: 
here was a little city, and few men within it; and there 

came a great king against it, and besieged it, and built great 
bulwarks against it: 
Now there was found in it a poor wise man, and he by his 
wisdom delivered the city; yet no man remembered that 
same poor man. 
Then said I, Wisdom is better than strength: nevertheless 
the poor man's wisdom is despised, and his words are not 
heard." Ecclesiastes 9:13-16. 

For struggling mankind there is but one hope for deliverance, and 
that hope is completely bound in partaking of the wisdom con
tained in God's word; yet many despise it by their actions or lack of 
same. Jesus who is the embodiment of the Word and thepromised 
means of redemption, experienced the pain of this as He taught 
God's invitation to mankind: 

". . . many hearing him were astonished, saying, From 
whence hath this man these things? and what wisdom is 
this which is given unto him, that even such mighty works 
(miracles) are wrought by his hands? 
Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary?... And they were 
offended at him.' Mark 6:2-3. 

Rather than taking hold and giving consideration to His help, they 
backed off in anger; indeed, they stumbled (took offense) at it and 
so deprived themselves of hope. Solomon, wise indeed to human 
behavior, used his parable of the poor wise man who delivered his 
city from its enemies, revealing that: 

"Wisdom is better than weapons of war: but one sinner 
destroyeth much good." Ecclesiastes 9:18. 

David is an example of one who used his knowledge of God's way 
to destroy Goliath. Saul urged David to use his armor for protection, as he 
went out to fight the giant. But David replied wisely: 

"... I cannot go with these; for I have not proved them. And 
David put them off him." I Samuel 17:39. 

To put one's trust in unproved weapons is certainly not sensible; 
David trusted rather in the hand of God which he sought to be with 
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him. He had experienced previously that perfect help in shepherd
ing his flock from the danger of a lion and a bear. Thus David was 
able to overcome the giant because of his trust in "the whole armour 
of God." Indeed wisdom was better than weapons of war! 

This leads us then to our study in the last part of the verse: 
" . . . but one sinner destroyeth much good." 

Ecclesiastes 9:18. 

How is it possible that one sinner can destroy that which is the 
likely, hoped-for, and wisely-planned outcome? An illustration 
comes to mind which may enlighten us. Israel, under Joshua's 
leadership, prepared to conquer the city Jericho and enter the land 
promised to them by God. Under the Almighty's direction Joshua 
spoke to Israel, warning them: 

"And the city shall be accursed, even it, and all that are 
therein, to the LORD: only Rahab the harlot shall live . . . 
And ye, in any wise, keep yourselves from the accursed 
thing, lest ye make yourselves accursed, when ye take of 
the accursed thing, and make the camp of Israel a curse, and 
trouble it." Joshua 6:17-18. 

Here was clear instruction from the Almighty. All of Jericho, under 
God's decree, were accursed. Thepeople were accursed (devoted) 
to destruction and the goods of value were devoted to God's 
treasury (verse 19). Israel conquered Jericho because of the miracu
lous collapse of the city's walls—a great victory under God's hand. 
However, as Israel moved into the land, they came against a smaller 
city, Ai, and in this battle they were driven off. Joshua sought God's 
help as to why He allowed such a disaster. The divine answer was: 

'Tsraelhamsinned,andtheyhavealsotransgressedmy covenant 
which I commanded them: for they have even taken of the 
accursed thing, and have also stolen, and dissembled also, and 
they have put it even among their own stuff. 
Therefore the children of Israel could not stand before their 
enemies . . . neither will I be with you any more, except ye 
destroy the accursed from among you." Joshua 7:11-12. 

One man in Israel — Achan — had disregarded God's commands, 
and had taken for himself gold, silver, and a valuable garment of 
pagan origin. As a consequence, God said: "Israel hath sinned." All 
in Israel were held accountable because of this sin of one man. God's 
specific command was laid down for all of Israel, and each one's 
responsibility was to take not for themselves and to see that none 
else did. God had said: " . . . in any wise, keep yourselves from the 
accursed thing, lest ye make yourselves accursed... and make the 
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camp of Israel a curse, and trouble it" 0oshua 6:18). They were to be 
carefully observant of themselves and of each other. They failed to 
do so and all Israel suffered until they purged the evil from their 
midst. What a lesson and a clear example of how "one sinner 
destroyeth much good"! All Israel, by failing to be watchful, were 
held responsible by the Almighty, and lost the battle at Ai. They all 
suffered even though only one man (Achan) committed the sin and 
broke the covenant. 

Let us be aware that the hope of deliverance from death, so merci
fully granted by the Almighty, can be lost, either through failure to heed 
His commandments—orbyfailuretorealizethattoleratingorgoingalong 
with error is fellowshipping the wrong doing. We are given the wisdom 
which is better than weapons of war, and enables us to fight against evil. 
l ^us recognize and takeneedthata\ritalr>ait of tratbatfe 
that"aUIsraerareurdtedinmeiequiredwork,ifwedesireGod'she^pand 
approval. 

JA.DeF. 

Signs of His Coming and of the End of the World 
"— he doeth great wonders — and deceiveth them that 
dwell on the earth saying to them that dwell on the 
earth, that they should make an image to the beast —. And 
he had power to give life unto the image of the beast —." 

(Revelation 13:13-15). 

In these modern times it might be thought that this scientific 
generation could never revert to mass idolatry, therefore the above 
scripture from the book of The Revelation is no longer applicable. 
But now wrong would such thinking be. 

At the time of writing the media is full of reports of image 
miracles as follows:-

"Hindus besieged temples around the world — gripped by a 
devotional frenzy to witness their deities drinking rnuk —. 
"It began with rumours that the elephant-headed 
Ganesh idol in — Delhi — had drunk half a cup of milk 
— millions of Hindus around the world — heard of the 
'signal from the gods' Huge crowds formed at 200 
centres in Britain, and at temples in Hong Kong, Singapore 
and America. Hindus offered milk to marble statues or the 
deities Lord Shiva, the god of destruction and recreation, 
his bullock Nandi and his son Ganesh, the god of wisdom, 
In west London — Hindus holding milk m cans, cartons 
and bottles queued to enter the Vishwa Temple — where a 15 
mchstatueofNancUwassaidtobeabsorbmgmeUquidfromcups 
and spoons. In24hours tenthousandsawit drink. Thesupermar-
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ketinSoufhall sold outitsstock of 28,000 pints. In India milk stalls 
ranoutof supplies—thenationof850millionseemed collectively 
obsessed by fheir milk-drinking gods." 

This age of science assisted this phenomenon. In Hong Kong, 
where there are 20,000 Indians, word about the miracle milk-
drinking images was spread by computer messages as well as by 
telephone. It was said how astonished they were at the speed with 
which cartons of milk disappeared. Journalists said they were 
"amazed and humbled". 

In Singapore television stations showed queues outside tem
ples and people feeding the gods from tablespoons. In the United 
States devotees said figures of the gods in households were swal
lowing milk. But it was admitted that not all were successful, and the 
reason for this was said to be "not enough belief in Ganesh." 

The National Press declared that never before has the cur
rency of a 'miracle' been so national, or even international." A non-
religious element made the guarded statement: "If all this has 
happened, one will have to look for a material explanation." Scien
tists have endeavoured to supply an answer to this as follows:-

"If any rough surface is wetted, the liquid creates a capillary 
channel which sucks in more liquid. If bonds between the 
liquid molecules are stronger than the attraction between 
the liquid and solid surface, the liquid will not be pulled in 
this capillary channel." 

Another scientific suggestion was that the answer is in the 
statues' material. Many kinds of stone, including marble, alabaster 
and sandstone can absorb liquids at quite phenomenol rates be
cause they behave like blotting paper. It is a capillary action. The 
surface ofthe liquid interacts with ultra-fine pores riddling the rock, 
in a similar effect of how rising damp can leave interior house walls 
dripping with moisture. Statues could be particularly so, if they 
have a core of highly obsorbent materials. A Professor of Aberdeen 
University referring to previous experimentation said:-

"If you subject weeping madonnas to a computerised 
tomography scan there are no sophisticated gizmos inside 
— you do not need them." 

Four years ago he (with another scientist) discovered an 
explanation for the miracle of St. Gennaro's blood. The "sainf s 
blood" held in a vial, has since 1389 mysteriously liquefied from 
time to time at Naples Cathedral, attracting thousands of people. 
The scientists brought about the same effect using clays and soils, 
including those around Vesuvius. The mixture they made when 
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moved slightly turns from a brown solid into a bright red liquid, 
and then back again into a gel. They say a medieval alchemist 
stumbled across this recipe while searching for a new pigment. 

They now declare that the recent milk drinking statues are "weep
ing Madonnas in reverse". That the weeping effigies are hollow, of a 
highly porous material such as plaster, and filled with water and a dash 
of olive oil. They are then glazed to make them waterproof, but the eyes 
areleft untouched or slightly scratched to aflowfluidtobe sucked through 
by capillary action which gives the impression of tear-filled eyes. The 
statues then start to weep, and according to the fluid contained, the 
droplets canappearasblcodasweUastears.mthiscontextapress editorial 
seems quite significant as follows:-

"- - - it cannot escape attention that among the millions who 
scrambled to make their offerings of milk, were urban 
people, professional, highly educated and exposed to all 
manner of "rational" thought. 
Is it that their is another paradigm, not necessarily less 
valid than the one to which we have grown accustomed? 
Does their display of devotion show that a commitment to 
religion need not be the enemy of a scientific temper? — 
religious faith can exist alongside emancipated manners, 
and — modernity must not always inhibit religion." 

This world situation makes clear that the modernity of present 
society is no guarantee that ancient superstitions have been consigned to 
the scrap heap. It is evidence of the certain truth of the Spirifs prophecy:-

"— he doeth great wonders — and deceiveth them that 
dwell on the earth - - -." (Revelation 13:13-14). 

In conclusion, the words of Dr. J. Thomas concerning statues 
seem most appropriate:-

"Nothing, perhaps, can more strikingly illustrate the dif
ference between the Christians we read of in the New 
Testament, and those who professed to be "orthodox 
Christians" of the flock of the one shepherd, styled the 
Universal Bishop, than the fierce disputes of the eighth and 
ninth centuries, concerning the worship of images. For 
these symbols of dead men and women, whose factitious 
immortalities are supposed to be in a heaven "beyond the 
realms of time and space", apostolic Christians had no 
respect. They had renounced image-worship when they 
became Christians; and, as his little children, were ear
nestly exhorted by the disciple beloved of Jesus, among the 
last words he addressed to them, to "keep themselves from 
idols". 1 John 5:21. 
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NEWS FROM THE ECCLESIAS 

HAMBURG, NEW YORK, Corner Southwestern Blvd. & 
Pleasant Ave. 

Sundays: Breaking of Bread: 11.30 a.m. 
Sunday Afternoon Class: 1.45 p.m. 

Midweek: Bible Class: Forestville, Hamburg and 
Fredonia 
Alternate Week: Revelation Study 

As 1995 draws to a close, much gratitude is felt for our Father's 
help and guidance in ecclesial affairs and in our own every day 
circumstances. The close bonds with our brethren in Manchester, 
provide for counsel and additionally joy in companionship and 
encouragement in the way, and in the work of God's house. 

The interest shown in correspondence and in personal con
tact, though small, is uplifting especially in these last days of evil 
and moral poverty. For these olessings we give thanks. 

JA.DeF. 

MANCHESTER, Ryecroft Hall, Audenshaw. 

Sundays: Breaking of Bread 11.00 a.m. 
Thursday: Bible Class 7.15 p.m. 

As the work continues, how comforting and assuring is the 
support of Brethren and Sisters from afar as well as near. 

How true and beneficial is the Spirit's advice " in the 
multitude of counsellors there is safety. (Proverbs 11:14). 
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